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NORTHERN VIRGINIA
SENIOR OLYMPICS
SEPTEMBER 18-29

Adults 50+ Register by Sept. 1 ~ Over 25 Events
Everything from Track to Scrabble!

New this year: Bocce & Fencing
Registration fee: $10 includes 1 event
Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals Awarded

Opening day: Sat., Sept. 18, 10:30 a.m.—Track
Thomas Jefferson Community Center
3501 S. 2nd St., Arlington
Check website for schedule of other events: www.nvso.us

More info: call 703-228-4721

BigPlus Health Fair and

Traveling Bicycle Museum
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Springfield Post 176 put a late season 13-game win streak together that extended
into last week’s District 17 tournament.

District Champs Again
Springfield Post 176
defeats top seed Vienna
in finals.
By Rich Sanders
The Connection

hampionship baseball teams know how
to play from behind. That is certainly the
case with the Springfield Post 176 American Legion squad, which rallied from an
early four-run deficit and defeated Vienna Post 180
by a score of 13-6, in the playback championship
game of the District 17 (Northern Virginia) tournament Friday night, July 23 at Waters Field in Vienna.
The win gave Springfield the District 17 title for
the eighth time in the 21 years it has been under
Manager Al Vaxmonsky. On seven other occasions,
Vaxmonsky’s Post 176 team made it to the tournament finals before losing.
Playing in the District 17 championship game
seems to be a fairly regular scenario for Springfield.
That, in fact, has been the case in 15 of the past 21
years.
“It was a huge win for us,” said Springfield Post
176 pitcher Brennan Miller, who was a huge factor
in his team’s tournament success. “We’ve really come
together as a team.”
With the District 17 crown under its belt, Springfield opened up play at the eight-team, double-elimination American Legion Virginia State tournament
this past Monday, July 26 with a game at tourney
host Danville Post 325. (See story page 15).
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AT LAST WEEK’S DISTRICT 17 tournament,
Springfield (20-8 season record), the eight-team
tournament’s No. 2 seed, received a first round tournament bye before winning games over Falls Church
Post 130 on Monday and top-seed Vienna on Tuesday to reach the finals.
There, in the championship round, Post 176 again
met Vienna, which had reached the finals with a
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

loser’s bracket playoff win on Wednesday. Going into
the finals, Springfield had the upper hand, having
yet to lose in the tournament while Vienna had one
loss. That meant that, in the championship round,
Post 180 would have to beat Springfield twice in order to win the title of the double elimination tourney. Springfield only needed one win, either on
Thursday or on Friday.
As it turned out, Vienna defeated Springfield, 9-8,
in Thursday’s game at Waters Field to force a final
game showdown on Friday.
Springfield had nearly overcome an 8-2 deficit in
Thursday’s loss. It had rallied to tie the game at 8-8
before Vienna scored a run in the bottom of the eighth
inning to regain the lead at 9-8. Springfield was not
able to score in the ninth and Vienna, with the victory, forced the finals playback the following evening.
One of the highlights of the Thursday night loss
for Springfield was a home run over the left center
field fence off the bat of Miller. Springfield, however, came up just short in the game. The loss snapped
a 13-game Springfield win streak.
In Friday’s playback game for the league title,
Springfield did not panic after Vienna tallied five runs
in the bottom of the first inning to take a 5-1 lead.
Springfield starting pitcher Matt Keen had
struggled in that first inning but came back strong
over the next five innings, allowing no runs and no
hits from the second through sixth innings.
Meanwhile, the Springfield offense got Post 176
back into the game. Perhaps the biggest hit came in
the middle innings when Miller, who went 3-for-4
from the No. 2 position of the Springfield line-up,
belted a ball to the base of the left center field fence
for a two-run double that gave Springfield the lead
at 7-6. The next batter, Joe Townsend, followed that
up with a first-pitch, towering two-run homer over
the left center field fence to make the score 9-6
Springfield. Townsend finished the night 4-for-6 with
three RBIs.
Springfield broke the game open in the seventh
inning. Jake Boswell and Miller both reached on bunt
singles to start off the top of the seventh. Later in
See Return, Page 15

Sponsored by: Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier,
Loudoun, Prince William counties;
cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church.

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
Messiah United Methodist Church
www.messiahumc.org
Check out our:
• dynamic youth group
• both men’s and women’s ministry
• wonderful choir, bell choirs and a full orchestra
Sunday Services 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am
Sunday School 9:30 and 11 am
Childcare is available during worship

Assembly of God
Harvest Church…703-971-7070
Word of Life Assembly of God…703-941-2312
Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest…
703-912-1719
Baptist
Community of Faith Tabernacle…703-455-4594
Fellowship Baptist Church…703-569-5151
First Baptist Church-Hayfield…703-971-7077
First Baptist Church-Springfield…703-451-1500
Franconia Baptist Church…703-971-4475
South Run Baptist Church…703-455-4521
Westwood Baptist Church…703-451-5120
Bible
Immanuel Bible Church…703-941-4124
Catholic
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church…703-451-8576
Christian Science
First Church of Christ, Scientist…
703-866-4325
Church of Christ
Central Christian Church…703-971-0277
Springfield Church of Christ…703-451-4011
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints…
703-451-0631
Disciples of Christ
Springfield Christian Church…703-354-4994

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
(near West Springfield High School)

703-569-9862

Episcopal
St. Christopher’s Episcopal…703-451-1088
Evangelical Covenant
Community Covenant Church…703-455-4150
Jewish
Congregation Adat Reyim…703-569-7577
Ohev Yisrael Messianic Congregation...
703-550-0888
Jehovah’s Witness
Springfield North Congregation…703-971-2936
Lutheran
Prince of Peace Lutheran…703-451-5855
St. John’s Lutheran Church…703-971-2210
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…703-451-4331
Immanual Lutheran Church…703-549-0155
Methodist
Messiah United Methodist Church…703-569-9862
Springfield United Methodist...703-451-2375
St. John’s United Methodist…703-256-6655
Sydenstricker United Methodist…703-451-8223
Non-Denominational
Love International Church…703-354-3608
New Life Open Bible Church…703-922-7577
New World Unity Church…703-690-7925
International Calvary Church…703-912-1378
Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian Church…703-451-2900
Harvester Presbyterian Church…703-455-7800
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church…703-451-5320

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418
Springfield Connection ❖ July 29 - August 4, 2010 ❖ 11

Pet Connection

Many Options Available for Finding a Pet
Pet Adoption is easy at county shelter.
By Colin Daileda
The Connection

hen no one is watching,
A046268 lies there with her
fellow felines at Fairfax
County Pet Shelter, just another former stray cat waiting for someone
who wants a furry edition to the family. But
then two little girls walk in with their father, bright eyed and bushy tailed, scampering around to every cat in sight, hoping
they’d soon be able to call one of them their
own.
“Daddy, can we get a cat?” asks the youngest as she tugs her father’s hand with both
of hers, peering up at him with pleading
brown eyes. Her father smiles down at her,
adoption literature in his free hand, as if to
say “Oh, sure. Why not?”
The little girl’s head turns and she sees
A046268’s small square glass home. Lexi, a
2-month-old gray kitten with dark gray, tiger-like stripes across her side and down
her legs looks up, no longer just a number.
She’s like a pint-sized, quick bundle of dark

W

cotton as she bounds up to get a better look
at her new friend, and paws at the glass as
if to say “Hi.” Lexi’s deep blue eyes shine
with a playfulness only kittens and puppies
possess, and her tiny head is on a swivel as
she follows the girl’s every move.
THE TWO enjoy each other’s company for
awhile. Despite posted warnings not to do
so, the girl sticks her index finger through
one of the six glass holes in Lexi’s home,
and is greeted by a tiny, wet tongue. But,
despite the chemistry, adoption can’t happen right then. Adopting a pet is a process,
and the Fairfax County Pet Shelter makes
sure everyone has gone through it before
they can bring home a furry friend.
First things first; stop in for a visit. The
shelter has dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits,
birds, reptiles and a few other potential pets
for would-be adopters to check out.
Once you’ve found an animal you think
you might like, the shelter asks that you
bring the pet number — posted on the outside of their corral — to the front and fill
out a visitors pass. The visitors pass allows

you to take the animal out of its cage and
play around with him/her for awhile. According to Michelle Hankins, the Fairfax
County Pet Shelter community outreach
manager, it’s important for both you and
any pets you already have to spend some
time with your potential adoptee to make
sure everyone gets along. While you’re at
the counter, you can also ask for some notes
on your animal of choice. Lexi’s notes said
she was playful, yet shy, and would “follow
you from room to room just to see what
you’re up to.”
So, is everyone happy? Great. Now it’s
time to revisit the front desk to fill out an
adoption application and a surgery consent
form. The adoption application asks you to
list everything from your name to the kind
of home you live in to who will be responsible for feeding the pet. They want to make
sure everything is in place before they entrust you with a new family member.
According to Hankins, the surgery consent form is necessary because all adopted
pets must be either spayed or neutered before they are sent to a new home. Additional
optional surgeries include a mini/full blood
screening, a microchip implant so your pet

can be easily found if it scampers off or a
laser surgery that’s used in place of the
spay/neuter, and is thought to be less invasive and allow for quicker healing.
NEITHER FORM takes long to fill out, and
both can be approved just minutes after you
put the pen down. But in order to complete
the process, you have to bring proof of home
ownership or that you’re legitimately renting a home, a photo ID, and information
on all pets you currently own such as vaccination information, and that all dogs you
own are current on county licensing.
If your new buddy already had spay/neutering, you can take him/her home that day.
If not, a surgery will be scheduled right
there and will likely take place within the
week. The pet fee for a cat is only $30, but
the spay/neuter fee for felines is $100, $170
for dogs.
Once the money is paid, pets are sent off
to Deepwood Veterinary Clinic for the procedure, and can be picked up there once
they’ve recuperated.
Lexi recuperated on July 20, and the kitten with the mouse-like meow was picked
up by her new family later that day.

American Legion Baseball

Return to Championship Form
From Page 11
the inning, Nick Digby sent a hard groundball triple
down the third base line that scored three runs.
Springfield had taken control.
“Once we got the lead we were not going to give it
up,” said Miller.
Keen, who threw 128 pitches over 6-1/3 innings,
earned the win. Miller was outstanding in relief, allowing no runs and one hit over 2-1/3 innings to
keep Vienna’s bats silent late in the game.
“I knew I had Brennan in my hip pocket [for relief],” said Vaxmonsky. “I knew Matt was spent [by
the seventh inning].”
Miller said he had told Vaxmonsky he could pitch
in relief if needed, despite having thrown 140 pitches
three days earlier in his team’s second round 5-3 win
over Vienna.
“It was our last game [of the District 17 season],
and I told my coach I was ready to go,” said Miller. “I
kind of knew how to throw to [Vienna]. I pitched
against them two times last year [as well as earlier
in the week]. After a start I can usually throw again
after a day or two.”
VAXMONSKY said both of the championship round
games against Vienna were similar in that Springfield fell way behind early in both. Post 176 could
not get the victory on Thursday but it did on Friday
with everything on the line.
“It was an exact replica of the previous night,” said
the Springfield skipper. “We had been down on Thursday and fought back to tie it up at 8-8 and then lost.”
When Springfield, in Friday’s playback for the
league title, fell behind early again, he recalled saywww.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ing, “Oh boy, here we go again.”
But assistant coach Len Yankosky had encouraging words.
“He said, ‘Hey, there’s plenty of baseball to play.
Let’s see how things unfold.’ Then over the next
couple of innings we got some hits. Our guys realized from the night before how we could come back
and could have won that game. We knew we could
come back again [on Friday].”
Springfield, in fact, exploded for 13 runs to wipe
out Vienna’s early 5-1 lead in the title game.
“We knew we were going to come back,” said
Townsend, Springfield’s No. 3 hitter. “We score a lot
of runs.”
Both Keen and Miller had played significant pitching roles earlier in the week in Springfield’s first two
tournament games. Keen, in a first round 21-9 win
over Falls Church at Hayfield Secondary School, went
the distance in a slaughter-rule shortened contest.
He threw 120 pitches that night.
On the following night, Miller took the hill against
Vienna at Waters Field. In a 5-3 Springfield win that
sent Vienna into the loser’s bracket and advanced
Springfield to the finals, Miller went the complete
nine innings, throwing 140 pitches and striking out
14 to just one walk.
“He was huge the entire tournament,” said
Vaxmonsky, who said Miller utilized his outstanding
curve and slider pitches in Friday’s finals against
Vienna.
Townsend said Springfield’s pitching and timely
hitting were huge factors in capturing the District
17 crown.
“Pitching was probably our biggest key and we
were getting big hits,” he said.

Post 176 Falls in State Opener
The Springfield Post 176 American Legion baseball team, in a
game that began on Tuesday night at 10:50 p.m. due to a long
rain delay, lost its first round Virginia State playoff game to
Danville Post 325 by a 6-4 score. The first round postseason affair lasted close to three hours and did not end until 1:45 a.m.
The Springfield versus Danville game was the final of four state
playoff games played at the same site on Tuesday. According to
Springfield Manager Al Vaxmonsky, American Legion tournament
officials were determined to get all four games completed. Rain
interrupted the third game of the day. As a result, the fourth
game between Springfield and Danville did not get started until
the late hour.
Springfield, despite the loss, is still alive in the eight-team,
double-elimination tournament and was scheduled to play its
second game on Wednesday, technically later the same day in
which Post 176’s first game ended, at 1 p.m. versus Chesapeake
Post 280. Springfield had to win that game in order to remain
alive in the tournament.
In the loss to Danville, Springfield was limited to six hits for
the game. Post 176 trailed 6-0 at one point before rallying to get
within 6-4 in the seventh inning. The team threatened to score
more runs in both the eighth and ninth innings, but could not
get any closer.
Joe Townsend had a double and a triple, while knocking in a
run for Springfield. The other base hits for Post 176 came from
Peter Hornig, Brennan Miller, Clinton Jones and John Ponton.
Matt Keen, Springfield’s starting pitcher, took the loss. He
pitched four innings, allowing five runs (four earned) and nine
hits. Reliever Sean Ruggles, in four innings of work, allowed no
runs and just one hit.
On Monday night, Springfield attended the annual pre-American Legion tournament banquet. The event, catered by Outback
Steakhouse, was attended by coaches and players from all eight
teams and was held at the Danville Post 325 headquarters. The
special guest speaker was Ferrum College head baseball coach
Darren Hodges.
— Rich Sanders
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